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Emily Elsner (née Adams) BA (Hons), MSc, PhD 
Witikonstrasse 4, 8118 Pfaffhausen, Switzerland 

Nationality: British (EFTA-B Permit) 

Email: emilyadams13@gmail.com 

M: 076 241 95 52.  H: 044 548 28 88 

Profile: Consultant with experience in collaborative working, social transformation, project 

and event management and communications.  Team-player, friendly and creative 

Work and research experience 

June 2016- 

Present 

Consultant, Luc Hoffmann Institute (LHI) and WWF-World Wide Fund for Nature, Gland 
o Designed and implemented needs assessment and programme evaluation via questionnaires 

and interviews on science, knowledge and communication for WWF staff and external partners 

o Analysing results for publication internally and externally, with aim of guiding future 
communication and translation of science to practice by LHI for wider WWF network 

June 2016 -

Present 

Founder, Elsner Research and Consulting 

o Consultancy specialising in impact assessment, social transformation and social-ecological research 

Mar 2015 - 

Present 

Founder and general manager, Capacity, Zurich  
o Awarded funding from cantonal and national integration offices for mentoring programme for 

refugee and migrant entrepreneurs in Zurich during 2016  
o Assessing impact of 2016 mentoring programme for future strategic development 

Dec 2014 - 

Present 

Development officer, British Association of Nature Conservationists (BANC) 
o Planned and implemented transition from paper to digital publishing of BANC’s journal ECOS 

between 2015-2016, including creation of new website and publicity strategy 
o Manage all public and member contacts, and day-today work of charity 
o Advise BANC Board of Trustees on strategy, planning and communication matters  

Oct 2010 - Mar 

2015 

PhD Student, Lancaster University, UK  
o Employed quantitative and qualitative research methods and engaged with diverse stakeholders 

to better understand the challenges in managing honey bee health 
o Commissioned to do survey for British Beekeeping Association on member retention and turnover 

Mar 2011 – Sep 

2014 

  Undergraduate tutor and teaching assistant, Lancaster University, UK 
o Taught tutorials for first-year undergraduate geography students, including marking coursework 

and providing pastoral support and assisted teaching with seminar, lecture and field trip support 

Apr -Sept 2010 MSc student, University College London, UK  
o Conducted interviews and policy document analysis to understand stakeholder perceptions of 

invasive crayfish management 

Mar – Jul 2009 Field researcher, Department of Plant Sciences, Oxford University 
o Organised and implemented botanical surveys of ancient woodland sites across UK  
o Supervised field assistants, and managed data management and analysis, database creation, and 

successful publication of results in academic journal 

Sept 2008-Feb 

2009 

Programme assistant, World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), 

Cambridge    
o Participated in developing an indicator of progress on the use of wild species as part of the 

Convention of Biological Diversity 2010 Target.   
o Collected and managed datasets sourced from multiple organisations in central database 

August 2008 Volunteer teacher at ‘Erayim’, Kyrgyzstan 

July-Aug 2007 Undergraduate dissertation in Kenya, Oxford University 

July 2006 Field assistant, Romania 

April-June 2005 Field assistant, Scotland 

Oct 2004-Mar 

2005 

Project assistance staff, Mott Macdonald Group, Cambridge 
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Education 

PhD in Geography, Lancaster University – October 2010-March 2015 

MSc in Conservation, University College London – October 2009- September 2010 

BA in Biological Sciences, Oxford University – October 2005-September 2008 
 

Other Qualifications and Skills 

Project and Team 

management 

Currently acting as main co-ordinator of work for two charities (BANC and Capacity), involving remote 
working, regular meetings and ongoing development work with colleagues.  Previously acted in 
voluntary capacity for BANC as trustee (2009-2014).  Responsible for managing social media team for 
BANC, and Capacity volunteers.   

Working with internationally-distributed WWF and LHI staff and consultant to deliver needs 
assessment.  Set up own consultancy business in 2016. 

Trained as a peer-to-peer coach during 2013 at Lancaster University.   

Organisation and 

planning 

Currently managing membership database, website, marketing strategy and all communications for 
British Association of Nature Conservationists, and responsible for a team of social media experts. 

Managed a research project over 4 years, including budget, risk assessment, field work and outreach 
events, and currently managing finances for Capacity following successful grant application from 
Staatsekretariat für Migration (SEM).   

Establishing corporate, government and NGO partnerships on behalf of Capacity to drive impact.  
Developed and established a student-led interdisciplinary research group at Lancaster Environment 
Centre. 

Communication, 

presenting and 

outreach 

Experienced workshop organiser, with 3 research outreach workshops during PhD, 3 networking 
events and 9 training workshops for Capacity.  Undertook training in ‘pop-up science’ via course 
offered by British Ecological Society.   

Confident public speaker, with presentations given at two international geography conferences.   

Able to communicate effectively in English, French and German.  

Posters presented at 5 conferences, two won awards for design.  

IT Skills Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Access, Wordpress, Social Media (including Twitter, Facebook, Hootsuite)  

Languages  

English – Mother tongue 

French – Good conversational and written standard, confident speaker    

German – Good conversational and written standard (currently studying B2) 

Selected Publications 

Adams, E.  In press.  How to become a beekeeper: learning and skill in managing honey bees.  In: special issue on skilled practice 
for Cultural Geographies  

Toomey, A., Brockett, B., Adams, E., Markusson, N.  2015.  Inter-and Trans-disciplinary research: A critical perspective.  UN GDSR 
2015 Brief. 

Brown, N., Curtis, T., Adams, E.  2015.  An investigation into the effects of clear-felling versus gradual removal of conifer trees on 
the survival of understorey woodland plants during the restoration of ancient woodland sites.  Forest Ecology and 
Management, 384: 15-22.   

Professional memberships 

Member of Impact Hub Zürich – since April 2015 

Member of GreenBuzz Zurich – since October 2016 

Member of Birdlife Switzerland – since January 2016 

Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society (UK) – Since 2011 

Member of the British Ecological Society (UK) – Since 2010 


